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mor evill, aud cannot [peake for it felfe, G od (peake for tt And bleſſe I. 


Then faid he, Now 7 have nigh done, one roke will mag my .wije buſ- 


bandl:ſſe, my deare children fa; herleſſe, ard my poore ſervants maſter- 
tejſe, and [erarate m: from my dear« benther and all my friends, bur let 
Col ke to 1-n and they all in ail. | 

After that, going to take oFhig doublet, and to make himſelfe un- 
realy, hefaid, ! thank God [ imno more aſraid if death, nor dannted 
wiih a'y di/conrayeme it rifin” from any fearet, but doe 4 cheerfully 
put off my doublet at thi time, as ever 1 did when I went to bed. Then 
he put off his doublet, and wound up his kaire with his hands, and 
and put on a white cap, 

Then hee called, where i the max that ſhruld doe thu Lift office ? 
(meaning the Executioner) ca!! h:m tome, When he came and askt 
him forgiveueſſe, hee told him hee forgave him and all the world. 
Then kneeling downe by the block, hee went to prayer againe him- 
{elfc, the Biſhop of Armach knecling on t!i;e one fide, and the Mini- 
ſter on the other; to the which Miniſter after prayer, hee turned 
himſclfe, and ſpoke ſome few words ſoftly, having his bands lifted 
vp : this Miniſter cloſed his hands with his ; then bowing him» 
{clfetotheearth, to lay his head on the block, he told the Executio- 
ner that hee would firſt lay downe his head to try the fitneſle of the 
block, and take it up againe, before he would lay it downe for good 
and all, and Ghed1d : and before hee laid it downe againe, he told 
the Executioner that he would give him warning when to ſtrike, by 
ſtretching forth his hands ; and then layd downe his neck on the 
block, ſtretching out his hands, the Exccutioner ſtruck off his head 
at one blow, then tooke the head up 1n his hands, and ſhewed it to 


211 the people, and faid, God /uve the King, 
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His ſpeech in the Tower to the Lords, before 


hee went to Execution. 


Ight honorable, and the reſt, you are now come to 
convey mee to my death, I am willing to dye, which 
is a thing no more then all our Predecefſlors have 
done, and a debt that our Poſterity muſt in their due 
time diſcharge, which ſince it can bee no way avoy- 
ded, itought the leſſe to be teared ; for that which 15 commonto 
all, ought not to bee intollerable toany : Iris the Law of Nature, 
the tribute of the flcſh, a remedy from all worldly cares and trou- 
bles; and to the truely penitent, a perfect path to bl=iTcdneiſe. And 
there is but one death, though (everall waics unto it : mine 1s not 
naturall, but enforced by the Law and Juftece : it hath beene (aid 
that the Lawes vexc only the meancr ſort of people, but the mighty 
arc ablc to withſtand them : it 1s not {o with me. tor tothe Law I 
ſubmit my ſelfe , and confeile that I receive nothing bur yuſtice : 
tor he that pollitickely intendeth good ro a Conumon-wealth,may 
be called a juſt man, but he that praCtiſcth cither for his owne pro- 
ft, or any other ſiniſter ends, may be well termed a delingue; r per- 
ſon; neither is delay in puniſhment any priviltedoe tor pardon. And 
morcover, I mgcnuoully confefle with Cicero , that the death of 
the bad is the ſafety of the good that be ajrye. | 

Let no man tiult either in the tayour of lys Prince, the iriendſhip 
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- | 'Y ( 2 ) 
and conſanguinity of his Peeres, much tefſe in his owne wiſedome 
and knowledge, of which I ingen'oufly;conteſle I have beeng-yob 
confident. Kingss.as they are men be;ore. G1d , fothey;are Bogs 
before m-n,and I may fay with a great man once in this Kingdom, 
Had I ſtrived to obey my Go4 as fat! hfully, as I ſonght to honour my 
King fraudulently, I had ftood ard not fillen, Moſt happie and fortu- 
nate 15 that Prince, who is as much for his juſtice feared ,. as for 
his goodneſle beloved : For the greater that Princes are in power a- 
bove o ther, the more they ought in vertue to excell orher 3 and 
{uch is the royall Soveraigne whom I lateſerved-. 

For my Peeres, th: correſpondence that I had with them during 
my proſperitie, was to me very delightfull and pleaſing, 3nd hieare 
they have commiſerated my rue, I have plentituily tound, who 
(for the moſt gencrous otthem ) I may boldly ſay, though they 
have deteſted the fat, yer they have pitied the perſon delinquent; 
the firſt in their loyaltie, the laſt in choir charity : ingenuouſly con- 
feſlins, that never any ſubjcet, or pecrc of my ranke, hadever that 
helpe of Counce!!, that benefit of timc, or a more free and legall 
triall chan I have had : ot the like ro which, none of my predece(- 
{ors hath had ſo much favour trom his Prince, ſo much ſufferance 
from rhe people, in which I comprehend rhe underſtanding Con- 
mons, not the many headed monſter, Multitude : but I have offen- 
ded, am ſentenced, and mult now ſuffer. | 

And for my toc much confidence in my ſuppoſed 'wiſedome and 
knowiedge, therein have beene th molt deceived : For hee thar is 
wiſe to himaſclfe, and knowes by otbers faults to corre& his owne 
offences, to be trucly wile, is robe Secretaries toour ſelves ; for 1 is 
meere folly to reycale and intimate thoughts to ſtrangers :- wiſe- 
dome isthe moſt prectous Gemme with which the minde can bee 
adorned , and learning the nioft famous th.ng for whicha man 
ought to be eſteemed, and truce wifed »me reacheth us to doe well, 
3sroſpeake well : inthe firſt I havetailed, for the wi/edome of man is 
fo:liſlneſſe with God, 

For knowledoe, it is athing indifferent both to good and ecvill, 
but the beſt knowledge 18 for a man ro know himſelfc ; hee that 
doth fo, ſhall c!iteeme ot himſc}te bur little, tor he confidereth from 
whence hee came, an whercunto he muſt, hee regardeth not the 
vainc pieaſures of chis iifr, he exaſteta God, and ſtrives to live in hs 
icare; bur hee that knoweth not himſcite is wiifull m his owne 
waics. unprofitable jn his lite, unfortunate 1n his deaih, and ſoam T1. 
Birt the reaſon why I ſought at attainc untoit 15Thus : I have read 


(3) 


chat he that knoweth not that which hee ought to know. 1s a bruit . 


beaſt amongſt men: he that knowerh more then he ought to know, 
154 man amongſt beaſts: bur hee that knoweth all that may bee 
knowne, is God amongſt men, To this I much afpired, in this I 
much failed ; Vanirie of 7 ans, all is but vantiie 

I have heard the pcople clamour an.{ cry out, ſaying, That 
through my occaſion che times are bad, I wiſh chat when { am dead 
they may prove better : moſt rrue 1t js, that there 1s at rhis time a 
great ſtorme impending (God in his mercy avertic, ) And tince it ts 
my patticular lor, like 1onah, to be caſt into the ſea, i thailtehinkemy 
= well ſpent, to appeaſe Gods wrath, and tatishe the peoples ma- 

ice. 

O what is cloquence more than aire > faſhioned with an articulate 
and diſtin ſound , when it 1s a ſ{peciail vertue to ſpeake little and 
well, and ſilence is oft the beſt oratorie; tor fooles in their dumb- 
ncſſe may be accounted wiſe : It hath power to make a good mat- 
ter ſecme bad, anda bad cauſe appeare good : but mine was to mee 
unprofitable, and like the Cypretle trees, which are great and tall, 
bur altogether without fruit. 

What is honour 2» but the firſt ſtep ro dilquictneſie, and power 1s 
{tji}] waited on by envie, neither hath it any priviledge againſt infa- 
my. Ir 1s held to be the chiete part ot honour, tor a man to jJoyne 
to his office and calling, curteſic and affabilitie, commileration and 
pitic : for thereby he drawerh to him with a kinde of compulſion, 
the hearts of the multitude. Bur that was the leaſt part of my ftudy, 
which now makes me call to mind. that the greater the perſons are 
m authoritic, the ſooner they are catchr in any delinquency, and 
their {imalleſt crimes are ſ{triven robe made capitall, the ſmalleſt 
{pot ſeemes great in the finneſt |innen, and the leaſt law is ſooneſt 
tound inthe rich-it Eiamond, But high and noble ſpirits finding 
themſelves wounded, gricvenor ſo much at their owne paine and 
perpiexitie, as at the deriding and ſcotting of their enemy : but for 
minc owne part, though I might have many in my lite, I hope ro 
finde none in my death. 

Amonsſt other things which pollute and contaminate the minds 
ot great ſpiiirs, there is none more hainous than Ainbition, which 
is ſe:domc unaccompanicd without Avarice : Such,topoſlefle their 
ends, care not to violate the Lawcs of Reiigion,and Reaſon, andto 
breake the bounds of Modelty and Equitie, with the neareſt ryes of 
Conſangumitie, and Amitie 3 of which as I have been guilty: ſo I 
crave at Gods hands forgiyencle, It is a Maxime in Philoſophy, 
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(4) 
that ambitious men cannever be good Counſellours to Princes the 
deſire of having more 1s common to great Lords, and a dclire of 
Rule a great caule of their Ruine. 

My Lords, | am now the hopelefſe Preſident, may I be to you all 
an happy example : For Ambition deyoureth gold, and drinketh 
bloud, and ciumbeth ſo high by other mens heads, thatat the length 
inthe tail ir breaketh irs own neck : therefore ir is better to live in 
humbie content, than in high carc andtroudle : For more precious 
is want with honeſty, than wealth with infamy : For whatare wee 
bur meere vapours. which in a ſerene Element aſcend hugh, and -up- 
on a1: inſtance like Smcak, vaniſh into nothing : or Ike Ships with- 
out Pilots, tt up and downe upon the Scas by contrary winds and 
tempelſts. Bur the good husbandman thinks betrerof thoſe eares of 
Corne, which bow dowuc, and grow crooked, than thoſe which 
arc ſtraight and upright, becauſc he is aſlured ro finde more ſtore of 

raine inthc one than inthe other. Thus ali men know, yet ofthis, 
ow few make uſe: The dciet whereof mult be now. my paine : 
may my ſuffering prove to others profic. 

For what hath now che favour o; my Princc,the familiarity with 
my Pecres, the yolubility of a ronguc, the {trengrth of my memory, 
my learning, or knowledge, ny honouts, or Othces, my power, 
and potency, my riches, and treaſure, (all theſe the ctpeciall {itts, 
both of Nature, and Fortunc } what have all theſc profired mee > 
Blefings [ acknowledge, though by God beltowed upon man ; yet 
not all of them together upon many : yet by the Divine providence, 
the moſt of them mer in me : of which had Imade happy ule, 1 
might ſtil; have flouritkt, whonow am torc'd immarturely to fall. 

I now could with. ( but thac «iam 15 too latc ) thar God with 
his outward gooadncil: rowards me had ſo commixed his mnward 
Trace, that 1 had chooſcd the medinm path, neither inciining to the 
15 hr baud, nor deviating to the left 3 but hke 1carus with my wax- 
en wings, tearing by too low a flight ro moyſten them with the 
Waves ::1 ſoared too high, and too neare the Sunne,by which they 
beins mcltcd; Iayming at the higheſt, am precipitared to the low- 
eſt : and am made a wretched picy to the Waters : But I who be- 
fore built my houuſc upon the ſand, haye now {cried my hopes upon 
the Rock my Saviuur : by whoſe oncly merits my ſole truſt 1s, 
that whatſocyver becomes of my body, yct in this bolome my ſoule 
may be SanCtuaricd. | 

imrad would have built a Tower to reach up to heaven, and 
cald ir 3be!; bur God turucd it to the contution of Languages, and 


(s) _ 
diſſipation ofthe people. Phayaoh keptthe Children of 1/-427 in-bons 
dagc, and attcr having freed them, 1n his great pride would hayc 
made them hus prey ; but God gave them a dry and miraculous 
paſlage, and Paraob and his Hoaſt a watrry Sepulcher, Belſhazzer 
fcalted his Princes and Proſtitures, who drunke healths in the Veſ- 
ſells taken trom the Temple. but the han of God writ upon; the 
wall, Mezc, Tckel, Phorat, and that might before morning was both 
his Kingdome and life taken from him : Thus God lets men goe 
on a great while in their owne devices, bur inthe end jt proves their 
owne ruine and deſtruction, never {uffcring them to efte&t their de- 
ſired purpoſes :: therefore let none preſume upon his power, glory 
- in his greatneſſe, or bc roo confident in his riches : Theſe things 
were written for our Inſtrufion, of which the- living may make 
uſe, the dying cannot 3 but wit and umtruitfull wiſedome are the 
next neighbours to folly. Ro EY 

T here can be no greatcr vanity inthe world, than ro cſteeme the 
world, which regardeth no man; and to make flight account of 
God, who greatly reſpectcth all men ; and there can be no gercater 
folly in man, than by much travcll to increaſe his goods, and pam- 
per his body, and in the interim) with vaine delights and pleaſures, 
eo loſe his ſoule. Ir 15a great folly in any. man to attempr a bad be- 
ginning, in hope of a good ending ;and to make thar proper to one, 
which was betore common to all, 1s meere indi{cretion, and the bc- 
o1nning of diſcord, which I poſitively with may end in this my pu- 
niſhment. 

O how ſmall a proportion of carth will contame my body. when 
my high mind could not be confined within the ſpacious compaſle 
of two Kinzdomes: But my houre draweth on, and I conclude with 
the Pſalmilt, not ayming at any one man in particular. but ſpeak- 
119 for all in gencrall : How loag wull you Judoes be corrupred ? how long 
will yee ceaſe to give true Indgement ? 5c, Bleſſed is the man that doth 
not wathe 14 the Conncell of the wicke 1, nor ſtand in the way of ſina:rs, 
wor ſit in the ſeat of the ſcorntull therefore they ſhall not ſtand inthe Tndg- 
14nt. nor ſinners 1 the Aſſrmbly of the righteons. CC : 

About the honre of rwelve a Clock the atoreſaid Lord of Straf- 
ford was conveycd tothe Scaffold on Tower- Hill, wherc was a Court 
of Guard made oy the ſevecrali Compames of Souidiers of rhe Citic 
of Lenaon, and the Hamlets of the Tower oncach {1c as he paſled 
ro the Scaffold : betore marched the Marſhalls men to make way, 
then the Sherifts, of Londozs Othicers with their Halberds; after them 
the Kings Guard, or Warders of og : Next camc _ 
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his Gentlemen, bare headed, in mourning Habit, the Lord Srraf- 
fordfollowing him clad inblack Cloath, with diverſe others in the 
ſame habit, which wetre his attendance ; then the Lord Biſhop of 
eArmagh, and other go0d Divincs; with the Sher.fics of London, 
and divers honcurable Parſonagcs. 

When he came tothe Scaffold, he there ſhewed himſelfe on each 
ſide in Uu!l view to al. people, and made thus ſhort ſpeech, with as 
much alacrity ot Spirit, as a mortall man couldexprelle, viz. 
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His Speech on the SCAFFOLD. 


Y Lord Primate of Freland, and the reſt of 
rheſeGentleinen, it is'a very great comfort to 
me to have your Lordſhip by mee this day, 
ard I doegivethc Lord harry thankes, in re- 
gard | have beene knowneto you fo long, I 
ſhall be very glad to be heard of you in a few words which 
I doubt will notbe. My Lord I cone hither by the good 
will and pleaſure of Almighty God to pay the laſt debt I 
owe to {1n, that is death, and through death hope to receive 
eternall life, 

Being diſturbed fate down and inquired the matter ( ſome 
ſaid) the ſouldiers kepta ſtirre, he replied, if they would be 
quiet, all the reſt would bee fo, I defired to have had it 
more quiet but could nor, ſo ſate down againe. 

Then rifing up ſaid, my Lord, if I might be ſo much be- 
holding to you as to uſe a few words, I ſhall be much bound 
unto you, I ſay, my Lord Primate thitke my ſelfe happie 
to have your Lordſhip by me now I am to pay that debt of 
finne, I am come hither co ſubmitt to that Judgement thatis 
to proceed againſt me, I doit freely,willingly,and quietly, I 
do freely forgive all rhe world, witha forgivenes that is not 
ſpoken from the teeth ourward, as the proverb is, but from 
the heart, that Iſpeake it inthe preſence of Almighty God, 
before whom I ſtand, there is not ſo muchas a diſpleaſing 


(7). 


thought in me againſt any creature, I thanke God I may ſay 


truely ro@,and my conſcience beares me wirneſſe, thatin all 
my ſetvices, fince I have had the honour to ſerve his Maje> 
ſtie in any imployment, I fever had any thing in my heart 
but the joynr and individuall proſperity of King and people; 
I fay I never had an evill intent 2gairft rac good of the peo- 
ple, if it hath beene my forcune to bee miſunderſtQ©od, it is 
the common portion of all in this world to errc; the righte. 
ous Judgement we muſt looke for hereafter when we muſt be 
judg::d by another. 

There is onething I defire tocleare my felt of,and I hope 
I ſhall have your Chriſti m charity inthe behalte of ir, I did 
cver thinke that the Parliamcnts of England was the happi- 
eſt conftirurion that any Kingdome did ever live under, and 
under God the beſt meanes to make King and people happie; 
ſo farre have I beene from beeing againſt Parliaments. For 
my death, [doe heare acquittall the world, and beſeech the 
God of Heaven hartily to forgive them. 

My Lord Primate, I am very glad that his Majeſtie con- 
ceives me not meriting ſo ſevere and heavy a puniſhment, as 
the uttermoſt execution of this ſentence, and doe infinitely 
rejoyce inthis mercy of his,& I beſeech God returne it up- 
on him that he may finde mercie when he hath moſt neede. 

I doe deſire the well.fare of this Kingdome, and ever 
did it inmy proſperttie; I did it living, and now dying it is 
my wiſh, | 

And Iwould haveevery'man to lay his hand to his heart, 
and ſcriouſly confider, whether the beginning of the happi- 
neſſe of a Kingdome ſhould. be written in Letters of blood ; 
and I deſire that all may be forgiyen unto the leaſt drop of 
my blood, and that the leaft drop of my blood may never 
riſe up againſt any; for I feare, you are inthe wrong way. 

Now my Lord, I here profefſſe my lelfe, that I doe dye 
an obedient ſonne to the Church of Enzland, | pray God 
that proſperitic and happineſle ever be umo it, And whereas 

it 
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it isobjeQted, if it be attobjeRion only of Anſwering, 
concerning my inclinig to Popery, this I declare that never 
ſince I was two and twenty yeares old, and now that Ian 
going into forty-nine, that ever I had any inclination unto - 
ir, and I cannot remember that eyer any had the boldneſſe 
to ſuggeſt me to any ſuch thing in any kinde, and fo I ſub. 
mit my ſelfe to Almightie G © », going the way that all 
ficſh muſt goe. 

I defire that I may be forgiven by every man for my 
raſh or unadviſed words or deeds, and I deſire that [ 
may have ſilence of you , and thar all will joyne with me 
in Prayer to All-mightic G o Þ for mee, ſo my Lord, 
farewell, and all the things in this world, farewell ;and 
let mee have the Prayers of all you that hearc me this day, 
I hope wee ſhall all meet in Heaven, and live eternally, 
there to receive the accompliſhmenr of all things thar Chriſt 


hath purchaſed for us, foeven ſo, Lord Jeſus blefle you all, 


and be mercifull to mee. 
224604 c4+cc50040000$0000$0:$60$04044444 
A Letter to a Lady. 


Adam , Although there be ſome diſcovery made 

knowne , yt what wee mtend is ſecure ; you muſt 
ſend too thouſand pounds ſpeedily ; no danger, leſſe aifficul- 
tie to compaſſe as yet ; you muſt remaine ſecret , Remember 
your oath; wee ſhall ſlay the Beaſt with many heads, and de- 
ftroy the devils hrood, before they dreame or miſtruſt; barne 
this Letter ; your reward ſhall bein Heaven, 
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